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To Be Drafted

| DPI ]

| Kelly Rindfleisch |

In 1998, a Joint Legislative Council Committee was formed on Service for Visually Handicapped Students. The Committee was formeéd to make
recommendations for the improvement in educational and related services provided to visually impaired children and adults in the state by public school
districts, the Wisconsin School for the Visually Handicapped and other educational agencies.

In June of 1999, the committee submitted its recommendation to the Department of Public Instruction. Those recommendations include:

1. Changing the name of the Wisconsin School for the Visually Handicapped to the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired (WCBVI).

2. Provide that WCBVTI is to serve as a statewide educational resource center on visual impairments for the benefit of all Wisconsin children who have a visual
impairment.

3. Require WCBV1I to operate a school which is: free to state residents age 3 to 20 if their individualized education program (IEP) specifies the school as the
appropriate placement; available to older state residents if any required fees are paid; and available under certain circumstances, to nonresidents if required
fees are paid and space is available. ’

4. Specify that, pursuant to a pupil’s IEP, the pupil may be placed at the school for less than a school term.

5. Specify that WCBVT’s residential facilities must be available to all pupils received at the school, unless the WCBVE director determines that appropriate
services are not available for an individual at the residential facilities.

6. Specify that other statewide services provided by WCBVI may include such services as: providing testing evaluation and assessment services to assist local
school districts, CESAs and county children with disabilities education boards (CCDEBS); providing technical assistance and consultation services;
developing and disseminating curriculum and instructional materials; providing inservice and other training to teachers and other staff; providing training,
technical assistance and consultation services for parents and professionals; providing materials in Braille, large print and other appropriate formats; providing
training about Braille codes and formats; loaning books and other materials from WCBVTs library; serving as a clearinghouse of information; assisting in
providing assistive technology services; lending, renting or leasing technological materials and assistive technology devices to local school districts, CESAs
and CCDEBEs; providing assistance to teacher preparation programs; and coordinating and collaborating with other agencies and organizations.

7. Specify that WCBVI may provide instruction or services for children from birth to two years of age and their parents.

8. Require WCBVI to operate a library which may be used by all school age children in the state.

9. Require WCBVI to provide summer programs for children with a visual impairment.

10. Continue the requirement that an adult summer program be provided each year.

11. Allow WCBVI to use the house currently available for the WSVH superintendent’s residence as a facility in which individuals receive instruction in and
practice independent living skills.

12. Specify that in addition to providing services at WCBVT's facility at Janesville, WCBVI may provide services at any location in the state and may operate
regional service satellites throughout the state to provide any service. :

13. Specify that the State Superintendent may rent or lease space at WCBVT's facility at Janesville which is not required by WCBVI if the sue will not be
inconsistent with the operation of WCBVT; and provide that the income from the rent or lease must be credited to WCBVL

12. Provide that the State Superintendent is responsible for maintaining and governing WCBYV1, but require the State Superintendent to appoint an individual
who has training and experience in the education of students with a visual impairment as the WCBVI director.

14. Replace the three-member Council on Education of the Blind with a 17-member Blind and Visual Impairment Education Council.

15. Require the State Superintendent to seek the advice of and consult with this Council on issues related to persons who have a visual ipainment.

16. Require the State Superintendent to prepare a transition plan.

17. Require the State Superintendent to consult with the proposed Blind and Visual Impairment Education Council in preparing the plan.

18. Require the State Superintendent to submit the plan to the Governor and Legislature no later than six months after the effective date.

19. Require that the Legislative Audit Bureau initiate an audit of WCBVI three years after the effective date.

20. Provide that WCBVI and the Wisconsin School for the Deaf are eligible to participate in the state school medical services program, thus permitting them to
receive a portion of federal MA reimbursement for the costs incurred in providing those services.

Thie amendment would enact the recommendation of the Toint Legislative Council Committee.

None

Request# 140
Tuesday, June 22, 1999 Page 2 of 5
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ARC.......Rindfleisch — Am #136, School for the Visually Handicapped il
W i “fﬁﬁq,\,d
FOR 1999-01 BUDGET — NOT READY FOR INTRODUCTION Wﬁﬁ@’ 4,
CAUCUS AMENDMENT %
TO ASSEMBLY SUBSTITUTE AMENDMENT 1,
TO 1999 ASSEMBLY BILL 133
1 At the locations indicated, amend the\gubstltute amendment as follows \/
\\
2 1. Page 28, line 6: after that line insert: /@/\M 5 v }(f\e n X' L
P
3 2. Page 300, line 19: after that?ine insert: W (,,-2 v’ !
4 8. Page 411, line 18: after that line inW\/
5 4. Page 518, line 12: after that line insert: M 1D~ / \/ '
6 5. Page 520, line 9: after that line insert: S 10-10 % fMSQRT 10-10:]
7 6. Page 556, line 25: after that line insert: /QM -] \/
-£oC.
a 7. Page 717, line 24: delete the material beginning with “School{ and ending

@ with “Handicapped” on line 25 and substitutd’)“Center for the Blind and Visuall

10 Impaired”.



1999 — 2000 Legislature —9- LRBb08O2IT

@ 8. Page 718, line 9: delete that line and substitutef)“behalf of the Wisconsin
2 Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired and the Wisconsin”.

@ 9. Page 718, line 14: delete that line and substltuteK pars. (b! and (c) to the
4 Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired and th ”/ A --f

@ 10. Page 718, line 22: delete that line and substitut&dministrative costs.
4

[ If the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired or the”.
@ 11. Page 719, line 1: delete that line and-substitﬁt#medical services that the
8 %Vigconsig Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired or the”.
9 12. Page 719, line 8: delete “School for isually Handicapped” and
10 substitute “Center for the Blind and Visually Im 'red”./ v

11 13. Page 1094, line 22: after that line insert:|

' V4
12 14. Page 1096, line 8: after that line insert:( et [5=/Y

13 15. Page 1097, line 2: after that line insert: W ' / S= ] ‘/

14 16. Page 1123, line 7: after that line insert:
15 17. Page 1127, line 17: after that line insert: (
16 18. Page 1436, line 16: after that line insert:

17 19. Page 1542, line 13: after that line insert,

18 @DV
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%MI?@D}(AF?{:I/\TQT/READY FOR INTRODUGIION-~

N ACT to repealv 115.51 (1), 115.55 and 940.295 (1) (q); to renymber and

mend 115 .53 (3); to amend 20.255 (1) (b), 20.255 (1) (), 20,
(1)\gh), 20.255 (1) (gt), 20.866 (2) (zh) (title), 39.41 (1) m), 39.41 (1m) (c) 1.,
39.41 Wm) (), 46.041 (1) (a), 49.45 (39) (a) 1., (afn) and (b), 115.31 (1) (b),
5.51], 115.52, 115.53 (2), 115.53

5 (1) (d), 20.255

subchapterlII (title) of chapter 115 [precedes

(4) and (5), 115,54, 115.58, 121.05 (1) (a) 8. and 121.54 (3); to repeal and

- recreate 15.377 (1))115.37 and 940,295 (2) (j); and #o create 20.255 (1) (gh),

20.255 (1) (gL), 20.255 (1 5.51 (3) and (4), 115.525 and 115.53 (3) (b) of

the statutes; relating to: isconsin School for the Visually Handicapped,

\
the council on the education of the blind, medical assistance reimbursement for

Ve
school medical seyvices and making an appropriation.

4

~
/
//Analysis by the Legislative Reference eay

This paﬁ is explained in the NOTES provided by the joint legislative council in

the bill.{ Ve
,A/f &
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impairment }ducation council. The blind and visual impairment gducation council
consists of thelfollowing 17 members, at least one of whom has beén certified by the

library of congress as a braille transcriber, appointed by the statg’ superintendent for
staggered three-year terms: .

1. Three public members, at least one of whom has a vis
2. Three patents of a child who has a visual impairmert.
3. Three persons who are members of an organization gffiliated with persons who
have a visual impairment. /
4. Three teachers, one of whom is a vismn teacher, gne of whom is an orientation

al impairment.

vision education.

The state superintpndent must seek the advice of and consult with the blind and
visual impairment education council on issugs related to persons who have a visual
impairment. The state superintendent and thé WCBVI director, or their designees, must
attend meetings of the council.

The council must do all of the follow

1. Meet at least thce ach year.

2. Advise the state ‘superintendent on such statewide services, activities,
programs, investigations and esearc i as in its judgment will benefit pupils who have a
visual impairment. '

3. Make recommendation fdr the improvement of services provxded by WCBVL

4, Review the level and quality of services available to pupils in the state who have
a visual impairment and make pecymmendations about those services.

5. Propose to the staé; supgrintendent ways to improve the preparation of
teachers, instructors and othér staff Who provide services to pupils who have a visual
impairment.

6. Propose to the state supermtend nt ways to improve coordination between DPI
and other agencies in the¢/provision of services to persons who have a visual impairment.

7. Review the transition plan for WCBV] prepared by the state superintendent

described in item C. Aabove.
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SECTION 1

15.377 (1) BLIND AND VISUAL IMPAIRMENT EDUCATION COUNCIL. (a) Definition. In

1
2 this subsection, “visually impaired” has the mcaning given in s. 115.51 (4).
3 (b) Creation. Thereis created a blind and visual impairment education council
4 in the department of public instruction.
5 (¢) Members. The blind and visual impairment education council shall consist
6 of the following members, at least one of whom has been certified by the library of
7 congress as a braille transcriber, appointed by the state superintendent for 3—year
8 terms:
9 1. Three parents of children who are visually impaired.
10 2. Three persons who are members of an organization affiliated with persons
11 who are visually impaired.
\canset-
@ 3. Threelteachers, one of whom is a teacher of the visually impaired, one of
@ whom is an orientation and mobility VWWT and one of whom is Ww a
14 eneral education teacher. ' W
g JWLN.{\. co
15 4. One school board member. \/ - o o8
¥ et o™
16 5. One school district administrator. Xeo© L il
ws
17 6. One school district special education director.
18 7. One cooperative educational service agency representative.
@ 8. One person who has experience in educating the visually impaired and is /
20 affiliated with an institution of higher education. 4 M
,,/.
@ 9. Three other members, at least one of whom is visually impaired. « M 5 /\
\N‘D‘I‘Er'llhi rovision creates a 17-member blind and visual i irmenteducation
council in DPI, a?;hﬂ‘by* tate superinten, . uties of the council are set
forth in sEcTION . This council replac t council on the education of the blind
which has 3 members who-nrtst have a visual imp ind who must have a

recognized interestifi and a demonstrated knowledge of the problems of-¢hildren who
have a vistal impairment.

SSECTION 2. 20.255 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:

a50p
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20.255 (1) (b) General program operations; residential-schools School for the

Deaf and Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired. The amounts in the schedule
for the operation and maintenance of the Wisconsin seheels School for the deaf Deaf

and the visuallyhandicapped Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired,

the matching of federal funds, but not including expenses financed under par. (js).

fends the statute relatmg to tiw appropp ion to DPI foige ral progra
maintenatice of WS D and/&’SVH , to reﬂ ct: (1) the ding of WS
) the d/el’et 6n of pm‘ﬁsm i s. 1,15 52, gfats whig relate to WSVHfand
5, stajes rel ng to WCBVI,/and 3) the’ cred.}tmg of ahy moneys.- g.
’space WCB“VI to th13 appropf atlon and all’fcagng me se/
ﬁ{c or’'lease oneys to CBVI yd

is/bill does rot change the appropnétlong/ﬁ)r WSD/ or W/BVI’ ther thag/ }
reteived fo re;‘;tﬂlg or Ieasmg spdce at WGBV;A:O this, zappropna ion.
: , as creafed,by this bill, ) })e appropnathffs to DPT for WSD and
VI comép e to be combired, as under /'cg;rent law with Fespect to WSD and WSVH.

8)
7,§Oq ®
SECTIOI\;/( 20.255 (1) (c) of the statutes is amended to read:

20.255 (1) (c) Energy costs; School for the Deaf and Center for the Blind and
Visually Impaired. The amounts in the schedule to be used at the schools Wisconsin

School for the deaf Deaf and visuallyhandicapped the Wisconsin Center for the Blind

and Visually Impaired to pay for utilities and for fuel, heat and air conditioning, to
pay costs incurred by or on'behalf of the department under ss. 16.858 and 16.895, and

to repay to the energy efficiency fund loans made to the department under s. 16.847

(6).
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2,50 r® SECTION 3

s th tute relatifigito the-dppfopriatiof to fore costs-

. 20.255 (1) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

SECTION
20.255 (1) (d) Principal repayment and interest. A sum sufficient to reimburse
s. 20.866 (1) (u) for the payment of principal and interest costs incurred in financing
the acquisition, construction, development, enlargement or improvement of
institutional facilities for individuals with hearing impairments and sdsual

impairments under s. 115.52, individuals with visual impairments under s. 115.525

and reference and loan library facilities under s. 43.05 (11).

iation ¢ for pa of .
i ancihg certain costs for S /Z
ect the deletion of pr6visiofis in s. 115.52;"
ation of &, 115.525, stat§.,felating to WCBVL.

mﬁ 20.255 (1) (gb) of the statutes is amended to read:

20.255 (1) (gb) Ress ; Sechool for the Deaf and Center for the Blind

and Visually Impaired; nonresident fees. All moneys received from fees charged:
nonresident pupils unders-115.52(3) for services provided at the residential schools

Wiscongin School for the Deaf under s. 115.52 (8) and for services provided by the
Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired under s. 115.525 (3) (a) 3.
& statyteFelatingt7the appropriation to DPLfpom fees charged
SVH who /gn tr/éi;'gints of Wisconsin ttgyﬂé}hlg(}ffﬁ)tl}g’fﬁnax’ﬁingéf
; ari:&d/ Zu)égf',{d‘éfgtigﬁ of provisions in s. 115.5 itgysa‘;" whichf‘i:;l@:%‘é” -
eation of s: 15.555/,,,5 ts., relatWBVi}
(7,! £ | # o
\’/S@. 20.255 (1) (gh) of the statutes is created to read:

20.255 (1) (gh) School for the Deaf and Center for the Blind and Visually

Impaired; hospitalization. All moneys received on account of hospitalization under
s. 115.53 (4) for the operation of the Wisconsin School for the Deaf and the Wisconsin
Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired.

SECTION } 20.255 (1) (gL) of the statutes is created to read:

7 50u(®
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SECTION 7

20.255 (1) (gL) [Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired; leasing of space.

All moneys receivgd from leaging space at the Wisconsgin Center for the Blind and
ord- mavilenan e V'
Visually Impairg¢d under s. 115.525 (6) for the operation/{of the center.
SECTION 8. 20.255 (1) (gs) of the statutes is created to read:
20.255 (1) (gs) School for the Deaf and Center for the Blind and Visually
Impaired; services. All moneys received from services provided at the Wisconsin
School for the Deaf under s. 115.52 (6) and at the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and

Visually Impaired under s. 115.525 (5) for the operation and maintenance of the

school and the center. 250w @
10 SECTION®. 20.255 (1) (gt) of the statutes is amended to read:

11 20.255 (1) (gt) Residential-schools School for the Deaf and Center for the Blind
12 and Visually Impaired; pupil transportation. The amounts in the schedule for the

13 weekend transportation of pupils enrolled in the residential schools-undersubeh- 1T

6

ofch-115 Wisconsin School for the Deaf under s. 115.52 g;(g the school operated by

15 the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired under s. 115.525 to and

mmqmm@%mp

16 from their homes. A11 moneys received under s. 115.53 (6) shall be credited to this

@ approWM o/M& 22

/N Oclzﬁ s the stp tute re g to the appropn n to DPL from paym ts
received fid digtric E{ﬁ}%sg}#m oupi of SD and WSVH ¢ ?/Z:m .
thejr‘hori ¥ 1) the're SVH to WCB}RTQ‘?&‘: 2
et1p‘ of provisions in s,/ 115 Kl/jyizs, thsc elate t/ /WSVH We creatich af”

115.595, stats. relann@ﬁ’o WCB

6HIFE) —
\\SECTION . 20.866 (2) (zh) (title) of the statutes is amended to read:
19 20.866 (2) (_zh) (title) Public instruction; state schools school, state center and
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SECTION 10

I6p, enldrge OF i prove
Gigdividuals With

39.41 (lj (bm) “Senior” means a pupil enrolled in the 12th grade in a public or

private high school, the Wisconsin seheel School for the deaf-and Deaf or the

school operated by the Wisconsin

/\)’Cbnt for the Blind and Visually Impaired.
Qﬂj’ W1 /Sec heAote following SECPIOR«
Sm%. 39.41 (1m) (c¢) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

6
7 39.41 (1m) (c) 1. For the Wisconsin-school-for-the-visually handieapped school
8 operated by the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired, designate the

senior with the highest grade point average in all subjects as a scholar. %

U

@/07 ’W. 39.41 (1m) (f) of the statutes is amended to read: W

11 Q/SMV@ 39.41 (1m) (f) If 2 or more seniors from the Wisconsin-scheol-for-the-visually
12 handicapped school operated by the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visuall

13 Impaired have the same grade point average and, except for the limitation of one
14 designated senior, are otherwise eligible for designation under par. (c) 1., the
15 executive secretary shall make the designation under par. (c) 1. of the senior who may
16 be eligible for a higher education scholarship as a scholar and, if that senior does not -

17 qualify for a higher education scholarship under sub. (2) (a) or (3) (a), shall designate
18 one or more of the remaining seniors with the same grade point average as eligible

19 for a higher education scholarship as a scholar under sub. (2) (a) or (3) (a) until the

v
scholarship may be awarded by the board. . /M AW TpS ;l_o;y }
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SEcTION 13

. higher ed tlon
i grade : in-his/r he
) ils). ¢ ‘)l;(’fvy:)u
i i s'the séni as gbes
I G AT pig 01/*
nd these prévisions to reflect the renaming of W to

SSkcrion M 46.041 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

46.041 (1) (a) Provide for the temporary residence and evaluation of children
referred from courts assigned to exercise jurisdiction under chs. 48 and 938, the
institutions and services under the jurisdiction of the department, Univérsity of !
Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics Authority, county departments under s. 46.215,
46.22 or 46.23, private child welfare agencies, schools the Wisconsin School for the \
deaf and visually handicapped, Deaf, the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and
Visually Impalred and mental health facilities within the state at the d1scret10n of

the supeﬂntendent director of the institution providing services under this section. %

—

5—year—old children. )
(am) Plan amend nent. No later thain-September 30, 1995, the department

shall submlt/o,t}é federal department of health and hum rvices an amendment

j%te medical assistance plan to permit the application of pars. (b) te and (c). l
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SECTION 15

If the amendment to the state plan is approved, school districts and, cooperative

educational service agencies and the department.of public instruction on behalf of

the Wisconsin School for.the Deaf and_t eWis onsin_Center for the Blind and

Visually Impaired claim reimburse
te and (c) do not apply u

ment under pars. (b) $e and (c). Paragraphs (b)

L to the state plan is approved and in

effect. The departmént shall submit to the fede artment of health and human

gervices anaﬂéndment to the state plan if necessary to pemm % application of
/,.r

parg;.igi and (c) to the Wisconsin School for the Deaf and the Wiscorisin Center foxj

(b). Payment for school medical services. If a school district 01 a cooperative

educational service agency elects to provide school medical services and meets all
requirementg‘u{lder par. (c), the department shall reimburgé'the school district or the
cooperative educ}r(@onal service agency for 60% of the federal share of allowable

charges for the scl\iagl medical services th/a/A provides and for allowable

N,

administrative costs. If i:,Be Wisconsin Schc;ol/ior the Deaf or the Wisconsin Center
Vs
for the Blind and Visually Impaired elecfs to provide school medical services and

meets all uirements under D \’. c), the department shall reimburse the
department of public instruction/f'gr 60% of the federal share of allowable charges for
the school medical services that they provide and for allowable administrative costs.
The department shal} promulgate rules establishing a methodology for making
reimbursements /gflﬁer this paragraph. All other expenses for the school medical

V4
services provided by a school district or a cooperative™educational service agenc

e
e

shall be pafd for by the school district or the cooperative edutational service agency

Witl}/ﬁ;nds received from state or local taxes. The school distrist, the Wisconsin

School for the Deaf, the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired or the
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SECTION 15
P
1 cgfoperat/ vé edl}cef onal seer agency shéfl comiply w1th all reql,:urements of the
f
2 / fe éra 1/ depért ent/éf heal an;l’human sgrvices’ "for receiving.federal ﬁnanclal
P o s g

3 par)zl/crpatz) / &

-"NorE; This provision adds s WSDyand WCBVL tejthe list of entities that are»e*hgtble
to partlclpate in- the state school megi’ical servieds pnggram This will p%rlmt WSfB’and
WGCBVI to receive & portion of federal Mrmmbursement for the costs incurred in

\A’ prov1d1ng éhglble med1ca1 services. - R
y Z0429-® |

115.31 (1) (b) “Educational agency” means a school district, cooperative
educational service agency, state correctional institution under s. 302.01, secured
correctional facility, as cieﬁned in s. 938.02 (15m), secured child caring institution,

as defined in s. 938.02 (15g), the Wiseonsin-schoel-for-the-visually handicapped

" @ h SECTIOI\i}’/IIS 31 (1) (b) of the statutes is amended to read:
5
6
7
8
9 Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired, the Wisconsin schoel School

10 for the deaf Deaf, the Mendota mental health institute, the Winnebago mental health

11 institute, a state center for the developmentally disabled, a private school or a

12 private, nonprofit, nonsectarian agency under contract with a school board under s.

@3/) 118.153 (3) (©).

» NOTE, Amends-the deﬁmtlol,L f “educatwgg.l«age cy” in the sta:t?es relatmg to
/zljz’r:ﬁ@’r perm1t’1€v9pat10n, report/s/and criminal background }nvestl tions-t6 /te’ﬂe

enaming of WSVH o WOBVI, L/ (This- defimtmnal c¢hange-dlso aff¢rtsss. 118:19710)

%) and 973.135 (1) (a); stats., reldfing s'to criminal backgrsund investigations ) —

_jS_TENJ" 115.37 of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:

15 20 Y@@@ 115.37 Blind and visual impairment education council. (1) In this

16 section:

17 (a) “Council” means the blind and visual impairment education council.

18 (b) “Viéually impaired” has the meaning given in s. 115.51 (4).

19 (2) The state superintendent shall seek the advice of and consult with the

20 council on issues related to persons who are visually impaired. The state
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SECTION 17
superintendent and the director of the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually
Impaired, or their designees, shall attend meetings of the council.

(3) The council shall do all of the following:

(a) Meet at least twice each year.

(b) Advise the state superintendent on such statewide services, activities,
programs, investigations and research asin rits judgment will benefit pupils who are
visually impaired.

(¢) Make recommendations for the improvement of services provided by the
Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired.

(d) Review the level and quality of services available to pupils in the state who
are visually impaired and make recommendations about those services.

(e) Propose to the state superintendent ways to improve the preparation of

% and other staff who provide services to pupils who are visually

impaired.

(f) Propose to the state superintendent ways to improve coordination between
the dej)artment and other agencies in providing services to persons who are visually
impaired.

(4) The council may initiate consultations with the department.

(5) The council shall have access to public files, public records and statistics

kept in the department that relate to matters concerning children who are visually

of Draed 1511 =

j§ SECTION repeals the provision which sets forth the dutics of the council
‘c?s%e aced by theblid and visual i 1rment

entlyprovides-4s follows:
dé;tio f the blind. The,c{)uncllo eeduc ion of

ations ag'to policies affecting Hm
airment, 7 The council advigé on
i esearches as in its Judgmeg t will
ibute to the weélfare of persons with visual impairments. The state superintendent
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e advice and copsult wi qj%the council on prob and poj,l y char}gé
impai: ts in epa: % jurisdictién, and
/' itidts consu ions me;;he ent, thstarfd;ipg‘/ any:p{qv‘fgf
zﬂ e:[m;l«}’}? e acpéés fil 7 recopds gnd sta sties” kzﬁg)&,.
c Tate'to matters c children with visual /mx’f:\elrm ts.”
Tl@ff c}ﬁes t é d jes }aﬁthorlty oﬁf the newly created blind and

nt ed‘ucatmn chuncil.

p\m

\\ 2055 @,‘/@ CHAPTER 115
SUBCHAPTER III
STATE SCHOOLS SCHOOL FOR THE
DEAF AND STATE CENTER FOR THE

@ ™ SEcTION . Subchapter III (title) of chapter 115 [precedes 115.51] of the
2 @’-tesis;:ied to read:

3 ,

4

5

6

7

e -———---,_//

BLIND AND VISUALLY IMPATRED
WMM It-of ch. 115;stats., to reflect the Fonaming of

(@ SECTION . 115.51 (1) of the statutes is repealed.

115.51 (8) “Local educational agency” has the meaning given in s. 115.76 (10).

Lyss o V\‘S\ A v blindveer @s
(4) “Visually impaired” means described in the rule promulgated

by the state superintendent to define “visual impairments” for the purposes of s.

115.76 (5) (a) 4.

., 88 createdbythis bill, deﬁnes‘“ ocal educati
> cQ agengy” for the pdrposes of sdbc .III ch. ,11/5 stdts., as fo ws: “Local e atl .
2055 ageficy’, except #s otherwisé proyided, mesans the chool istrict in which th@ chil /
a 1sab1ht§' rgsides, tbé” depaptment ef/ health And fandily servwe/s e child/with a/
isability redides in.dn insti tlomdr facility eperated by the wi%{ ent of health and~
/ family seryices, or'the dep B}ent of correcp{@ f the child a disability resides in

, n/a;l facility, as defin€d in s. 938.02 (19), or a Type 1 prison, as
~ deﬁnedEn/ 57301.01 (5).%.

S
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. Section 115:
. Defines / ally impaired’/for purpo; € of subch. II1, ¢ch? 115, stats., as a loss

of vision at a levél specified by Ke sfate superifitendent in the, admm' tratlve rule wluch
defirtes visual imgairment, for plrposes of th statute quch defines “chlld W1th a

dls;iblhty” /;mder e spec{al cation ]
/ ecifies that; isua pa1 ent” 11; Judes “ Iindness”/as deﬁned for purposes
ofthe st tute elatubgto vocational ehab111 tion a spec1a11zed pnd’grams fo;;,«persona

Xuth disabilities. Cmrrentl that d’f finitio: prov;des that: “‘B’im ‘means central visial
that oes 1;ot excee 20/ 0 in the bétter eye w1th correct;ng lenses or ?/,su/l al field~

subte/nds A angle Ho greater than/20 dégrees.”
c. /S t/clﬁes that//’i;l;yfoss of v1s@1,/must be determmed by a physician (fiedical

opath) or optometrist.

(4), statsg?created by this)bill, does the fol wing:

SEcTION @il. 115.52 of the statutes is amended to read:

115.52 Wisconsin sehoeols School for the visaally handicapped-and-the

deaf Deaf. (1) The object of the Wisconsin-schoolfor-the-visually “0“"'"°ppm‘ and

the Wisconsin seheel School for the deaf Deaf is to afford persons with—sdsual
impairments—and persens with hearing impairments a practical education and
physical rehabilitation which may aid them to make a living, discharge their duties
as citizens and secure to them all possible happiness.

(2) The state superintendent shall maintain and govern the school-for-the
visually handicapped—and—the—school School for the deaf Deaf. The state
superintendent may fix the period of the school year at the seheols school at not less
than 38 weeks, prescribe the school terms and confer diplomas upon meritorious
pupils who have completed the prescribed curricula.

(8) All the blind-and-the deaf residents of this state 6 to 20 years old, and for
the duration of a school term all the blind-or deaf residents of this state who become
21 years old during that school term, who are capable of receiving instruction shall
be received and taught in the seheels School for the Deaf free of charge. Like
nonresident pupils also may be received upon payment in advance of the fees fixed
by the state superintendent et an amount not less than $75 per month, but no

nonresident shall be received to the exclusion of a resident pupil. The state

Y
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SEcTION 21

superintendent also may admit pupils who are 21 years of age or older prior to the
beginning of a school term upon the payment of fees fixed by the superintendent and
upon the recommendation of the secretary of health and family services, the director

of the technical college system or the superintendent of the seheol-to-which-the pupil
will be-assigned School for the Deaf. All pupils shall equally and freely enjoy the

benefits and privileges of the seheels school and have the use of the library and books
of instructioﬁ and receive board, lodging and laundry, without discrimination. The
sehools school may provide transportation for resident pupils.

(5) The state superintendent may grant approval fof the maintenance of a

summer school at the sehoeol School for the deaf Deaf whenever it will be to the

advantage of persons with hearing impairments and-may-grant-approval-for-the

(6) The state superintendent may make charges for meals, living quarters,
laundry and other services furnished to employes of the sehools School for the Deaf
and their families. The state superintendent also may make charges for services

furnished to visitors at the scheols school and participants in training programs and

institutes.

(7) The Wisconsin school School for the deaf Deaf may provide instruction for

preschool children with hearing impairments and their parents. The-Wiseensin

. Such instruction or treatment shall be

Yy
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SECTION 21

subject to the approval of, and shall comply with requirements established by, the

department.

deletes fro e statute on_state schools all

o~ ref : rovisions relath@)%&oﬁ%rﬁy
rela ed) are included-in s. 115.525, S., as cread y this'bill.

SECTION §F. 115.525 of the statutes is created to read:

115.525 Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired. (1)
DEFINITION. In this section, “center” means the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and
Visually Impaired.

(1m) PurPosE. The purpose of the center is to serve as a statewide educational
resource relating to visual impairments to benefit all Wisconsin children who are

visually impaired.

-

(2) GOVERNANCE. The state superintendent shall maintain and govern the
center. The state superintendent shall appoint an individual who has training and

experience in educating pupils who are visually impaired to serve as the director of

is provision ise/ideﬁc\a& to cu:r;lmm respe
quiré the state superinténdent to appdi
i ﬁhc education  of students w%kefgrl?su 1 —

(3) SERVICES. The center shall provide services that benefit children

the center.

throughout the state who are visually impaired.

(a) School. 1. ‘Residents 3 to 20 years old.” The center shall operate a school

at which any resident of this state 3 to 20 years old who is visually impaired, and for

y
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SECTION 22

the duration of a school term any resident of this state who is visually impaired and
becomes 21 years old during that school term, shall be received and taught free of
charge if the individﬁalized education program for the resident under s. 115.787 and

the educational placement under s. 115.79 specify the school operated by the center

as the appropriate placement.

beco

rovigion of fre7 scho lfng atthes
a visual impairment' who are 3 to/5 yea old if the child’s
jriplementing IEP specify; theschool operated By WCBVI as the appropriate

\

placement.

2. ‘Residents 21 years old or older.’ The state superintendent may admit to the
school operated by the center a resident of the state who is visually impaired and is
21 years of age or older prior to the beginning of a school term upon the payment of
fees fixed by the state superintendent and upon the recommendation of the secretary
of health and family services, the director of the technical college system or the
director of the center.

No#E: provisigars identi 0 ent lawwith »éspect™ g WSVH.

3. ‘Nonresidents.” A nonresident of this state, who is visually impaired, who
either is 3 to 20 years old or becomes 21 years old during a school term, whose
individualized education program under 20 USC 1414 (d) and educational placement
specify the school operated by the center as the appropriate placement and who is
capable of receiving instruction may be received at the school upon payment in
advance of the fees fixed by the state superintendent, but no nonresident may be

received to the exclusion of a resident pupil.

y
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SECTION 22

/NQTE: iis provision is si hich allows for admission of
nox;zésident tWS8VH and ;e/eqtﬁres ifitendent to fix fees for nénresidents. .~
However, the bill:' (1) does, ot inclide the provision in ent law that the f(;gJ be no
lessth £$75 pef month;¢2) provi i€sion of individuals fror ages 3 to 20, rather

/ﬂl ages 6 toézs(O as upder curre jth respect to WSVH; (3) adds arequitement
/ t the nonrési ’s IEP and gduc t my specify the school operated
“by WCBVI 5t appropriate ~—

4. ‘Pupil use of residential facilities.” Except as provided in sub. (4), the director
of the center shall make the residential facilities at the center available to all pupils

received at the school operated by the center.

NoOTE: While the scho erated by WCBVI ma)phé"vwe pupils who are served-only
during the day, this referénce fo use of WCBVI's residential facilities by pupils at the >
__ school means that WCBVI opeyates a residential school. The/bill provigles"i:hat WCBVT’s -
/”_residential facilitie§ must be/available to all pupils receivéd at the‘school ope}aéted b
-~ WCBVI iinless”the WCBVI director .determines that gpproptriate services' are-fot
available fgrén individual at WCBVF5 residential facilities~ There s no similar pfovision
ent law with respect@:g ‘WSVH.

5. ‘School term.” The state superintendent shail fix the period of the school term
at the school operated by the center at not lcss than 38 weeks, prescribe the school
sessions and confer diplomas upon meritoﬁous pupils who have completed the
prescribed curriculum. Pursuant to a pupil’s individualized education program

under s. 115.787, a pupil may be placed at the school for less than a school term.

6. ‘Transportation.” The center may provide transportation for resident pupils

at the school operated by the center.

Norte: This provision is identical to current law with respect to WSVE.

(b) Other statewide services. The center may do any uf the following:
1. Provide testing, evaluation and assessment services to assist local

educational agencies, cooperative educational service agencies and county children

with disabilities education boards. \
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SECTION 22

2. Provide technical assistance and consultation services to entities such as
local educational agencies, cooperative educational service agencies, county children
with disabilities education boards and private schools.

3. Develop and disseminate curriculum and instructional materials.

4. Provide inservice and other training to teachers and other staff serving
pupils who are visually impaired.

5. Provide training, technical assistance and consultation services for parents
of children who are visually impaired and for professionals who work with children
who are visually impaired.

6. Provide materials in braille, large print and other appropriate formats to
children who are \}isually impaired.

7. Train teachers and braillists about braille codes and formats used by
individuals who are visually impaired.

8. Loan books and other materials from the library described in par. (c) 2.

9. Serve as a clearinghouse for information about children who are visually
impaired, including information related to library resources, adapted materials and
current research.

10. Assistin providing assistive technology services, as defined in s. 115.76 (2),
for pupils who are visually impaired.

,vent

11. Lend/or lease technological materials and assistive technology devices, as
defined %:\115.7 6 (1), to local educational agencies, cooperative educational service
agencies and county children with disabilities education boards.

12. Facilitate the preparation of teachers of pupils who are visually impaired

by providing assistance to teacher preparation programs.

Y
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1 13. Coordinate and collaborate with public and private agencies and
2 organizations that provide services to individuals who are visually impaired,

‘/ including the development of employment skills and opportunities.

4 (c) Additional services. 1. ‘Birth to 2 services.” The center may provide
5 instruction or services, or both, for children who are under the age of 2 and are
6 visually impaired and their parents. The instruction or services are subject to the

7 approval of, and shall comply with requirements established by, the department.

/Note Burrent law provides that WSVH may provide instTiction or services fp
dren. This bill specities”tﬁa CBVI may yré%ide instruction-6t seryites
ASual/impairments frox

ere

T birth to 2-years of ‘age and their pafents,.-,
/ Préschool age childrex from 340 5 are c din ;'415.525({379@) gcreated bythishill,
alsedi eyﬁ‘omyeﬁrrent law jn that it Tefers to “instruction or servi hér
fruction or t;eaﬁment”. / / L Lo
£ £
{; // [
8 2. ‘Library.’ Embossed, clear type or large type books acquired by the center
9 constitute a circulating collection for persons who are visually impaired. The
10 collection shall be kept at the center and be under the supervision of its director. All
11 school age children of the state who are visually impaired may use such books upon
12 compliance with criteria established by the director of the center and approved by
13 the state superintendent.

o1E Cprrent s. 115.55, stats., includes a v imilar provision with ect to
g wer, because SEQTION of this bill.repeals s.415.55, stats., the bill j cludegs/>

, stats., ag'created b s bill. Ixfcon
8. 115.525 (8Y/(c) 2.,-stats., refers fo ‘efiteria
ctor, rather than es made” byltlie WSVH

A

3. ‘Summer programs.’ The center shall provide summer program%)r children

15 who are visually i{gpaired.

T ) L - »_
/ ‘NQT'E: Ur,t&er current law, tﬁe state superifitendent is permitted,bit not rec}rm{ed,
to grafit appr/g’\’;al fora summer gchool at WSVH. This bi;!frqujpeﬁ’that WCBVLproyi

. swmmer prograns for children with aVisual impairment..~~
,' // 4 F Nu#,f

y e e,
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SECTION 22

4. ‘Adult summer program.” The center shall provide a summer program each
year for adults who are visually impaired. The state superintendent may contract
with other entities to provide this program.

a,dgm ent law requ1;,:e t a summer schoetbe provided eacW WSVH
t v1sual impairmgnt. Th1s bill i"”é&uires hat a suminer pﬁ%r}m,b( ”
cj.e(f each y/ ear at WCBVI for ddults a visual impairment. The bill al ovides

Z/at/ the stat fé sg.peﬁntendent

5. ‘Independent living skills.” With the approval of the state superintendent,

y comtract with other entities to provide this program.

the center may use state—owned housing on the grounds of the center in Janesville
as a facility in which individuals receive instruction in and practice independent
living skills.

¢ This ”Elo which does no §bin current law W3 WCBVI to use,
/wit approvdl of th state superintendent/the house,eurrently vailable or‘thgf o
{ W Vlj/sup ntendent’d residence*as a facility’in w. md1v1duals oceive- rﬁstru

in and prdctice mdepgﬁden i¢ing skills. Tm}s bill-does not prov1de an agé hmxtatlon for
such-ihdividuals.

o™

(d) Provision of services. In addition to providing services at the center’s facility
in Janesville, the center may provide services at any location in the state and may

operate regional satellite facilities throughout the state to provide services.

1 Nore:” “This paragraph specifies that in- aﬂ'dltlon to prov1d1ng»sé”rv1%es at the

Wi BVl’s facility at J ane“svﬂle, WCBVI mayprowde services a&an’y”locatmﬁg}heﬁate
and fay operate regional semce sal;elhtes throughout-the-state to provideny servi

R w“"

(4) NONDISCRIMINATION. All pupils at the center may equally and freely enjoy
the benefits and privileges of the center, have the use of the library and books of
instruction and receive board, lodging and laundry, without discrimination, except
that the director of the center may determine that board, lodging and laundry may
not be provided to an individual because appropriate services are not available for
that individual at the center’s residential facilities.

(5) CHARGES. The state superintendent may charge for meals, living quarters,

laundry and other services furnished to employes of the center and their families.
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SECTION 22
The state superintendent may charge for services furnished to visitors at the center
and participants in training programs and institutes.
E: Thig provj#ion is ienti current lawwith respect t
(6) mfﬁy&(pﬂ LEASING OF SPACE. The state superintendent may lease space at
the center in Janesville that is not required by the center to any person if the state
superintendent determines that the use will not be inconsistent with the operation
of the center.
(7) AupiT. Inthe 2002-03 fiscal year, the legislative audit bureau shall perform
a performance evaluation audit of the center. The bureau shall submit copies of the
audit report to the chief clerk of each house of the legislature for distribution to the

appropriate standing committees under s. 13.172 (3) by June 30, 2003.

pr gram operations of WSD and WCBVI and must be allocated to WCBVI.

SECTION . 115.53 (2) of the statutes is amended to read:
115.53 (2) Arrange for vocational, trade or academic training for any pupil in

either state-schosel the school operated by t isconsin Center for the Blind and

isually Impaired or the Wisconsin School for the Deaf qualified to take such

training advantageously, in either a public school or technical college or a private
business establishment in Janesville or Delavan. The public school and the technical
college shall be paid the regular tuition for full-time attendant;e and proportionally
for part—time attendance by the school district responsible for the provision of a free
appropriate public education under subch. V.

SecTioN . 115.53 (3) of the statutes is renumbered 115.53 (3) (a) and

amended to read:

1053k®
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. \a;“

¢
@ 3 @ 115.53 (3) (a) Arrange for otological @xamination of any pupil or
SO %

2 @O prospective pupil of the echools Wisconsin School for the Deaf. The examination shall
3 k be paid for from the appropriation in s. 20.255 (1) (b), (gh) or (gs).

e

SEcCTION . 115.53 (3) (b) of the statutes is created to read:
or efslogical
@ 115.53 (38) (b) Arrange for ophthalmiq@(amination of any pupil or prospective
6 pupil of the school operated by the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually
7 Impaired. The examination shall be paid from the appropriation in s. 20.255 (1) (b),
8  (gh),@lLor(gs). _ 2055m (B
@ SECTION ﬁb’.% (4) and (5) of the statutes are amended to read:
10 115.53 (4) Apply to the board of directors of the University of Wisconsin
11 Hospitals and Clinics Authority for admission to the University of Wisconsin

12 Hospitals and Clinics of any pupil in at the state-sehools Wisconsin School for the

13 Deaf or the school operated by the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visuall

14 Impaired.
15 (a) The application shall be accompanied by the report of a physician appointed

16 by the apprepriateschoel superintendent of the Wisconsin School for the Deaf or the
17 director of the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired and shall be in
18 the same form as reports of other physicians for admission of patients to such
19 hospital.

20 (b) The net cost of hospital treatment shall be at the rate established under s.
21 233.40 (1) and shall be ekargeable-to paid from the appropriation fer-eperating-the
22 patient’s-school under s. 20.255 (1) (b), (gh) or (gs) if the patient is a pupil at the
23 Wisconsin School for the Deaf or from the appropriation under s. 20.255 (1) (b), (gh),

24 (gL) or (gs) if the patient is a pupil at the school operated by the Wisconsin Center
25 for the Blind and Visually Impaired. The state superintendent likewise may

v
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SECTION 26
authorize payment for the expense of transporting patients to and from the hospital.
The state superintendent shall make payments for the treatment to the University
of Wisconsin Hospitals and Clinics Authority. Funds collected by the state
superintendent on account of the hospitalization shall be depesited-in credited to the
appropriation under s. 20.255 (1) (b) (gh) for the school or center concerned.

(5) Arrange for visits by members of the staff of either sehool the Wisconsin

School for the Deaf or isconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired to

other public schools or to families of blind-er deaf children or children who are
visually impaired, whenever it appears to the state superintendent that such visits

will be of advantage to blind-er-deaf such children.

1. Thissection glSo changesarefefen

ap natm u e
. Thelatter, _rs/uatya;ubst e. \
SECTIOI\W.I/M4 of the statutes is amended to read:

115.54 Compulsory education. If it appears, by affidavit, to any circuit

judge that any blind-er deaf child or child who is visually impaired between the ages

of 6 and 21 is deprived of a suitable education by the failure of the person having the
care and custody of the child to provide a suitable education, the judge shall order
the person to bring the child before the judge. If the material allegations of the
affidavit are denied, the judge shall subpoena witnesses and hear testimony. If the
allegations are admitted or established, the judge may order the child sent to the
school Wisconsin School for the ¥istallyhandicapped-orfor-the-deaf Dealf, the school

operated by the Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired or to some

class or other school for instruction, but the order shall may not make a direct charge

\

for the class or school against any county.
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SECTION 115.58 of the statutes is amended to read:

115.58 Park grounds. The state superintendent may permit the city of
Janesville to use portions of the grounds of the state-school-for—the—visually

handicapped Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired at Janesville,

which abut on the Rock river, for purposes of operating a city park. Any construction
on such grounds is subject to prior approval by the state superintendent. Any
agreement pursnant hereto shall be cancelable at the option of either party without
liability. Any such grounds so used by the city of Janesville shall be supervised by

the city and shall be subject to the ordinances of the city of Janesville applicable to

cltyparks FA/D OF //VWT /5 }

d bt 2 ing-tog s g W
the¢ity of Janes 3 53 g1 to refle

- SEW 121.05 (1) (a) 8. of the statutes is amended to read:

121.05 (1) (a) 8. Pupils enrolled in aresidentialschooloperatedby-thestate the
Wisconsin School for the Deaf or the school operated by the Wisconsin Center for the

Blind and Visually Impaired under subch. ITI of ch. 115 for whom the school district

is paying tuition under s. 115.53 (2) determined by multiplying the total number of

periods in each day in which the pupils are enrolled in the local public school by the

/ Y
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total number of days for which the pupils are enrolled in the local public school and

dividing the product by 1,080. //. ,QWVOQ af 3 »gbu@/z, 7f-—~ 27__ / P

ent law, a school district’s al school district report to DPI

ils &8 of certain dates,-ificluding, on-a

VH who are at ing cl se;i)»d%l/"
the pupil’s e school digzg;z is paying
€ renaming of W, to WCBVI.

shall provide transportation for children with disabilities, as defined in s. 115.76 (5),

to any public or private elementary or high school, to the

vigually handicapped school operated by the Wis i
Visually Impaired or the Wisconsin seheel School for the deaf Deaf or to any special

9 education program for children with disabilities sponsored by a state tax—supported
10 institution of higher education, including a technical college, regardless of distance,
11 if the request for such transportation is approved by the state superintendent.
12 Approval shall be based on whether or not the child can walk to school with safety

13 and comfort. Section 121.53 shall apply to transportation provided under this

subsection. /’.
=

OTE: 5t stat Telating) to ujrin, choolhboa 0 ide
s B s dl
@ }Swy}i 940.295 (1) (q) of the statutes is repealed.

16 ; { 7651 ® W 940.295 (2) (j) of the statutes is repealed and recreated to read:
76,
17 3 940.295 (2) (j) The Wisconsin School for the Deaf under s. 115.52 and the

Wisconsin Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired under s. 115525 .
ope: The precedi > 3
] abu,i{;égor %?%ectﬁ i 4 resident !
re e : t o6 ... A 5 .
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TRANSITION P';J The state superintendent of public instruction shall
thet gels

2 prepare a transition plan fe

3 specific funding and staffing recommendations for the operation of the Wisconsin
4 Center for the Blind and Visually Impaired and describe the appropriate steps for
5 phasing in the appropriate program modifications. The state superintendent shall
6 consult with the blind and visual impairment education council in the preparation
7 ofthe plan. The blind and visual impairment education council shall review the plan.
8 The state superintendent shall submit the plan to the governor no later than the first

9 day of the 7th month beginning after the effective date of this subsection. The state
10 superintendent shall also simultaneously submit a copy of the plan to the legislature

11 under section 13.172 of the statutes.

12 (3) BLIND AND VISUAL IMPAIRMENT EDUCATION COUNCIL. Notwithstanding the

13 length of term specified in section 15.377 (1) (c) of the statutes, as affected by this act,
14 the initial members of the blind and visual impairment education council appointed
15 under section 15.377 (1) (¢) 4. and 7. of the statutes, as affected by this act, one of the
16 members appointed under section 15.377 (1) (c) 1. of the statutes, as affected by this
17 act, one of the members appointed under section 15.377 (1) (c) 2. of the statutes, as
18 affected by this act, one of the members appointed under section 15.377 (1) (c) 3. of |
19 the statutes, as affected by this act, and one of the members appointed ﬁnder section i
20 15.377 (1) (¢) 9. of the statutes, as affected by this act, shall serve for terms expiring
21 on July 1, 2000; the initial members appointed under section 15.377 (1) (c) 5. and 8.

22 of the statutes, as affected by this act, one of the members appointed under section
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15.377 (1) (c) 1. of the statutes, as affected by this act, one of the members appointed
under section 15.377 (1) (¢) 2. of the statutes, as affected by this act, one of the
members appointed under section 15.377 (1) (c) 3. of the statutes, as affected by this
act, and one of the members appointed under section 15.377 (1) (¢) 9. of the stétutes,
as affected by this act, shall serve for terms expiring on July 1, 2001, and the initial
member appointed under section 15.377 (1) (c) 6. of the statutes, as affected by this
act, one of the members appointed under section 15.377 (1) (c) 1. of the statutes, as
affected by this act, one of the members appointed under section 15.377 (1) (c) 2. of
the statutes, as affected by this act, one of the members appointed under section
15.377 (1) (c) 3. of the statutes, as affected by this act, and one of the members

appointed under section 15.377 (1) (c) 9. of the statutes, as affected by this act, shall

7

13

serve for terms expiring on July 1, 2002. v r B
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